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TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows; 
1-18. (cancelled) 

19- (previously preseDited) A method for anchoring a wall of a building, the method 
compxismg: 

■ 

providing a first raeraber and a second member spaced apart and orimted vertically to 
support a structure; 

providing a hold-down havuig a first flange, a second flange, and a base having an 
aperture to admit an anchoring device; 

securing the first flange to the first support member; 

seeming the second flange to the second support member to stabilize the first and second 

support members; 

adnciitting the anchoring device through the c^^cture in the base; and 

tightening a fastener on the anchoring device to load the first and second flanges in 

tension. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 21, wherdn the first and second flanges 

* * * 

have a plurality of securem^t ipertures. 

9 • 

. 2 L (origiaal) The method of claim 20, wherein seeming the first and second flanges to 
the first and second support members, respectively, comprises admitting a securement 
mechanism through a securemeat ^^ture and into the respective support member. 

* 

-2- 

■ 

* • 
■ 
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22, (original) The method of claim 21 , wherein the securement mechanism is admitted 
fixrni a location that is not co-linear with the first and second siq?port members. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22, wherein the securement mechaxiism is selected 
from the group consisting of a nail, a rivet, a staple, and a screw. 

24 (original) The method of claim 23, wherein the iBbrst and second flanges are secured 
to proximal surfeces of the first and second support members without accessing the distal 
surfaces of the first or second support membm. 

25-27. (canceUed) 

* 

28. (previously presented) A method comprising: 

selectixxg a wall having a first stud, a second stud spaced fixnn the first $tud, and an 
anchoring device extending between the first and second studs; 

providing a hold-down having a first flange^ a second flange, and a base having an 
aperture extendiiig therethrough; 

■ • 

admitting the anchoring device through the apestmo in the base; 
securing the first flange to the first stud; 
securing the second flange to the second stud; and 

■ 

ti^tening a fastener on the anchoring device to load the first and second flanges in 
tension. 
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29. (prcxaously presented) The method of claim 28, wherein providiag ahold-down 
ftirther conaprises providing a hold-down haviug a first flange with secureraent apertures 

« 

extending therethrough. 

30. (previously presented) The method of claim 29, wherein providing a hold-<lown 
j&irther comprises providing a hold-down having a second flange with securement apertures 
extending therethrough. 

4 

■ 

3 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 30, wherein securing the first flange to 
the first stud coniprises inserting selected fasteners through selected securement apertures in the 
first flange and into the first stud. 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 3 1, wherein securing the first flange to 
the first stud comprises inserting nails through selected securement apertures in the first flange 
and into the first stud. 

33. (previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein securing the second flange to 
dxe secoixd stud comprises ixtsearting nails thrcmgh selected secyremrat t^ntures in the second 
flange and into the second stud. 



-4- 
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34. (previously presented) The method of claim 33, wherein providiug a hold-down 
further comprises providing a hold-down wherein the first flange has a first end and a second 
miy the second flange has a first end and a second end, and the base connects the first end of the 
first flange to the first end of the second flange. 

m 

35. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, wherein providing a hold-down 
fiirther comprises providing a hold-down wherdn the first flange, second flange, and base are 
homogeneously formed fiom a single piece of ^ck matenal. 

36* (previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein providing a hold-down 
fiirdier comprises providing a hold^down having an insert positioned adjacoit the base to resist 
bending tibiereof under loads ^Ued to the hold-down by the anchoring device, 

37. (previously presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising placing a 
shrinkage compensator between the base and the fastens. 

38. (previously presented) The metibiod of claim 28, wherein providing a hold-down 
fiorther comprises providing a hold-down wherein the first flange, second fliange, and base are 
homogeneously formed fix>m a single piece of stock material. 

39. (previously presented) The method of claim 28, fiirther comprising placing an 
automatic take-up device between the base and the fastener to compensate for shrinkage. 
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40. (caurently ameuded) A method comprising: 

selecting a structure having a first support member) a second support member 

substantially parallel to the first support member and spaced therefrom^ and at least one tie rod 

» 

extending between the first and second support members; 

providing a hold-down having a first flange, a second flange, and a base having at least 

one aperture extendmg therethrough; 

admitting the at least tie rod through the at least one i^erture in the base; 

nailing the first flange to the first stttd su pport member, 

nailing the second flange to the second stud support member, and 

tightening at least one listener on the at least one tie rod to load titxe first and second 

flanges in tension. 

■ 

41 . (previously presented) The method of daim 40, wherein selecting a structure having 
first and second support niembers comprises selecting a structure with first and second horizontal 
support members. 

4 

• > 
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